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5th June 2020 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
HOME LEARNING DURING CLOSURE PERIOD: Pack 5 
 
I hope that your child is enjoying their learning at home. Teachers aim to provide a variety of activities for every 
curriculum subject area so you can choose the approach and content that motivates your child. We feel that this is 
vital so your child can continue to enjoy their learning at home. In the classroom, teachers personalise each lesson 
to meet the needs of every pupil as they deliver the content but this is obviously not possible to do when setting 
work from a distance. We therefore leave it for you to decide what works best for your child. If you are finding it 
difficult to get the balance right, or your child is beginning to lose their motivation as their time out of school 
increases, please talk to your child’s class teacher about this.  
 
Please remember to share some of your child’s learning with their teacher, via their year group email, each week. 
This will encourage their engagement throughout this time. Please email: 
 

 reception@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk    and so on for all year groups. 
 

The information in this pack is from your child’s year group teachers outlining work that your child could complete 
over the next two weeks: Monday 8th June – Friday 19th June 2020. 
 
Certain activities are now split into ‘Week 1’ and ‘Week 2’ activities – this shows when the activities will be done by 
the children who are in school so please mirror this at home where possible. 
 
Please remember that there are lots of additional resources on the school website to support you during this time 
(School Closure Home Learning tab on the left hand side of the home screen). The list produced by the Department 
for Education detailing ‘Online educational resources to support children to continue learning at home’ has been 
updated and this can be found on here too. We continue to add resources that we feel will be helpful – please let 
us know if you would like us to include anything in particular to help you. 
 
On the videos section of the home learning tab, you can now find a fantastic message from all of our support staff, 
a challenge for Year 3 from all of your teachers, plus additional story times with Miss Quinn and Mrs Dawkins. We 
hope you enjoy these alongside your child. 
 
In order to stay connected to our school community, we strongly encourage you to set up a family Twitter account 
and follow Branfil (@BranfilPrimary). Staff are regularly posting information and challenges; it is lovely to see 
comments, photos and films of the children responding to the tweets. 
 
In line with usual school procedure, we will update you when there is further news in relation to the school closure, 
via text messages and email.  
 
Thank you as always for your support and understanding during this time. 
 

Kind regards 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
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MATHS 
 

White Rose Maths 

 
www.whiterosemaths.com/homelearning 

 
We will now be using White Rose for your daily maths lessons. We use the White Rose Maths 

scheme alongside Power Maths in school. The White Rose Maths Team prepares a series of five 

maths lessons for each year group from Reception to Year 6 each week. Every lesson comes with 

a short video showing you clearly and simply how to help your child to complete the activity 

successfully. Click on the link above and follow the four steps below: 

 
1. Click on the set of lessons for your child’s year group. 
2. Watch the video (either on your own or with your child). 
3. Find a calm space where your child can work for about 20-30 minutes. 
4. Use the video guidance to support your child as they work through a lesson. 

 
White Rose has set out a 12-week learning plan that means children can: 

 
 make sure they understand the main concepts they need for their work next year 
 cover any new learning that they have not yet have done in school. 

 
The 12-week plan 

 

 

 
 

The plan shows the work that children will cover, week by week. 

 
IMPORTANT UPDATE: 

 
Although general feedback about the Bitesize activities has been positive, we have decided to 
subscribe to White Rose Maths. This means you will now be able to download the worksheets 
each week from our school website https://www.branfil.com/school-closure-home-learning/ 
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 We hope you will continue to enjoy the Daily White Rose lessons as before but remember you 
can still use the link to Bitesize for additional activities and games – you have plenty to choose 
from! 

 
TT Rockstars 

 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student 

You can now play against other children in your year group - good luck and enjoy the ‘battle’! 

 
SUMDOG 

 
https://www.sumdog.com/user/sign_in 

 
Other Useful websites/links/resources: 

 
Additional useful websites to help support home learning in Maths - 

(click on the document towards bottom of page) 

 
http://www.branfil.com/curriculum/maths/ 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/primary-books - additional books can be purchased 

Teacher Activities 

 SATS QUESTION BOOK: Continue to work through the book completing pages of your 

choice and/or try some questions from the following websites: 

 
https://www.sats-papers.co.uk/ 

 
https://woodboroughschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/KS2-Ultimate-3-in-1- 

Organiser-2017-Maths-SATs.pdf 

 
 Investigations from Nrich: 

                 https://nrich.maths.org/13377 
                 https://nrich.maths.org/diagonalsums 
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READING 
 

Continue to read every day 

You can choose any text type of your choice (e.g. newspaper, comic, book) from home, e-books 

from the Havering library app or log on to Oxford Owl (see Spelling section below for log in 

details) and select your colour band to read 2 to 3 e-books each week. 

Ask your parents/carers to pose lots of questions to develop your understanding of the story. 

Respond to the books that you read in one or more of the following ways: 

 A lifetime in pictures - Draw the main character from a book you have recently 
read.  Show them as a baby, middle aged and as an older person. Underneath each 
picture write what you think they might be doing at that point of their life and explain why 
they may be doing so. For example, if you drew Harry Potter as a baby, he might be 
casting spells on his mum to feed him lots of delicious food. 

 Think of at least 5 questions you would like to ask one of the characters. Then write their 
answers as if you were that character. 

 Mapping it all out - Have a go at drawing a map of one of the places from a book you have 
read. See how much detail you can include and be sure to discuss your map with another 
person so you can and add more if necessary. 

 Write a prequel or sequel to a book you have read but produce it as a comic strip. 
 

First News 

Each week we will be emailing a copy of First News to all parents which children can either read 

on their tablets/devices or you can print off for them to read. There will also be a selection of 

quizzes, puzzles and comprehensions in the same email which you can download and use when 

needed. 

Family debate: Would you like to be famous? 
 

Some questions to get you started: 

 What makes people famous? 

 Can you be famous for bad reasons? 

 Are there any downsides to being famous? 

 Do famous people feel a lot of pressure because they are in the public eye?  

 What would you be famous for?  

 Are famous people allowed to make mistakes? 

WRITING 
 

Continue to write regularly 

Short Writing Tasks 

 Week 1: If you had one superpower, what would it be? Explain why you have chosen 
that superpower and what you would you do with it. How would it change your life and 
the lives of others? 

 Week 2: What would life on Earth be like if dinosaurs were not extinct? Write about a 
World where dinosaurs do exist. Be as imaginative and creative as you can! 
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 Extended Writing Tasks 

 
 Week 1: A mystery story starts with these words:  

 
              Ali stood silently, looking at the door. With a slow creaking sound, it opened. Taking a     
              deep breath, Ali walked inside… 
 

 
 

 
 Continue the story. Think about these questions: 

- Where is the door located? 
- What does it feel like? Think about the texture, colour etc. 
- What might you find inside? 
- Can you smell anything? 
- What can you hear? 
- How does the place make you feel? What effect does it have on your body? 
- What can you see?  

 
Remember to: 

- Give your story an interesting title 
- Describe the setting and atmosphere using descriptive language 
- Write in paragraphs and check each paragraph contains a new idea or event 
- Use interesting language throughout to paint a clear picture for the reader 
- Include different types of sentences to make your writing entertaining 
- Edit and improve your work carefully and correct any spelling, grammar or punctuation 

errors 
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  Week 2: Save It  

Year 6 at Branfil Primary School are trying to encourage people to look after the environment. You 
want to remind your friends and family about ways that they can help.  

You need to produce a leaflet to give to your friends and family. The content will include some of 
the following topics:  

  

 

The purpose of the leaflet is to explain to your friends and family how they can look after the 
environment and persuade them to try some of the ideas.  

Remember to include: 
- Short, snappy sentences/phrases 
- Persuasive language 
- Clear facts 
- Quotes 
- An eye catching layout 
- A catchy slogan and/or message 
- Attention grabbing photos or pictures 
- A final reminder of the message you want to get across to the reader 

 
Visit pobble365.com 

 
Using the picture of the day, describe what you can see. Can you use adjectives, similes and 

metaphors to describe? 

 Imagine you are in the picture. Write a story explaining what is happening to you. What 

is happening around you? Why is it happening? Where are you? 

 Use descriptive sentences to describe what is happening to you. 

 Can you turn it into a story? Add speech? Add characters? 
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  Punctuation and Grammar 

Log on to Sumdog to complete the challenges which have been set with the focus on the 

following: 

 Advanced antonyms and synonyms 

 Relative pronouns 

 Adverbs 

SATS GPS BOOK: Continue to work through the book completing pages of your choice and/or try 

some questions from the following websites: 

https://www.sats-papers.co.uk/  

GRAMMAR REVISION: 

 What is a passive verb? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsx2b82 
 

 What are modal verbs?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zps4pbk 

 
Encourage your child to use these skills in their writing where appropriate! 

SPELLING 
 

Oxford owl – Extra Practice Zone 

 Spell the root 

 Odd sound out 

Continue to practise spelling the red and orange words that are in your log book. 

Sumdog 
  awkward, bargain, bruise, excellent, necessary, sincerely, cemetery, existence, neighbour,  
  soldier, committee, explanation, nuisance, stomach, communicate.  
  

SCIENCE 
 

  Evolution – Revision  
 

  Week 1: Lesson 1 - What is the Theory of Evolution? 
https://www.thenational.academy/year-6/foundation/what-is-the-theory-of-evolution-
year-6-   wk1-3 

  In this lesson you will look at Darwin’s observations from his trip on the HMS Beagle. You will 
  then put all his observations together to see how Darwin came up with his theory. His theory 
  is called evolution. You will apply this new knowledge to two other examples of evolution,  
  mice and giraffes. 
 
 Week 2: Lesson 2 - How do fossils provide evidence for evolution? 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-6/foundation/how-do-fossils-provide-evidence-
for-  evolution-year-6-wk2-3 

  In this lesson, you will learn how fossils are formed and how they provide evidence for 
  the theory of evolution. You will learn what the fossil record is and why there are parts 
  missing from the record. In this lesson, you will need a piece of paper and a pencil. 
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Additional task: Write a biography of one of these scientists: 
Mary Anning 1799-1847, Charles Darwin 1809-1882, Alfred Wallace 1823-1913 

 
Useful websites/links/resources: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv9qhyc/articles/zfhdjhv 
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/12648/year-6-evolution-and-
inheritance 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b010k3j3 

 

Art 
 

Find out about an Artist this half term - The artist is Ken Done 

 Write 5 facts about Ken Done - can you share these facts with a family member? Can you 

remember the facts by the end of the week?

 

 Produce a piece of art copying the style of Ken Done
 

Here is a link below, which may support the children when creating their masterpieces! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh72pv4/resources/1 

 
If you have completed the above piece of Artwork, try out the link below. It contains a fantastic 

art pack, to inspire your creative minds! 

https://firstsite.uk/content/uploads/2020/05/Firstsite-Art-is-where-the-home-is-activity-pack-
3.pdf 

 

Geography 
 

Oddizzi: https://www.oddizzi.com/ 

Username: 6Chestnut 

Password: 6Chestnutclass 

 
Username: 6Acacia. (please remember the full stop!) 

Password: 6Acaciaclass 

 
Username: 6Hornbeam 

Password: 6Hornbeamclass 

 
Oddizzi: 

 
Log on to Oddizzi (our new fantastic Geography resource) using the username and 
password above. 
You will then need to follow this pathway to find the section that you need to focus on: 

 
Explore the world > Country close up > United Kingdom 
https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/country-close-up/united-kingdom/ 
 
Please focus on these sections only (some sections have quizzes and additional challenges too – 

keep an eye out for them!) 

 Landscape – physical and human features

 Animals - birds

 Plants



Week 1: Compare old maps of your home town with present, look for similarities, differences 

and changes 

Week 2: Use a local street map to show how many different routes you could take to get home 
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Additional task: 

 Using a 2D picture/photograph of a place you have visited; construct a 3D model 

Music 
 

Charanga has made it possible for children to have access to the scheme they would be doing in 
school, at home. 

 

 Go to http://www.charanga.com 

 Pupil and Teacher LOGIN box 
 In the Charanga YUMA (middle) box put username and password 

 
Username: Branfil6 
Password: year6 

 
Once in, you have access to the scheme, have a go at the different sections. Some sections 
involve xylophone playing and this can be done on a keyboard, piano or be inventive! 

 

You can also use the recorder book and have a go at the keyboard beginner course for those that 
have access to these instruments. 

 
*Amazon have recorders for under £10 (needs to be a descant recorder in key of C). 

Other ideas: 

 Create symbols and give each of them a sound, e.g. a star symbol means ‘clap’, a circle 

means ‘stamp your foot’, a triangle means ‘click your fingers’. Lay the symbols out, you 

can duplicate them and use as many different symbols as you want. Who can perform the 

sounds the quickest? 

 Watch your favourite film and calculate how many songs make up the soundtracks and 

which instruments are used? 

 Listen to Classic FM’s podcast for kids with David Walliams 
https://www.globalplayer.com/podcasts/42KqAd/ 

P.E. 
 

Joe Wicks’ Daily P.E. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0kdTyVEX-wKPwxH6Eil7i2F3lTkdqaud 

The Power of P.E. 

http://powerofpe.co.uk/free-home-learning-packs-lockdown-boredom-beaters/ 
 
Youth Sport Trust 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/free-home-learning-resources-primary 
 

Even though the Tokyo Olympics are not happening this year, we can all still get involved with 
sports and exercise to help us keep fit and active. We have signed up to participate in Team GB's 
Get Set Tokyo events where we could be in with the chance of winning some great 
sports resources for the school.  
To take part is very easy;  

 Visit https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/log-activity 
 Type in the school's post code: RM14 2LW 
 Choose Branfil Primary school 
 Select your year group 
 Log the activity you have done  

You can log your exercise as often as needed and the more we log, the more chance we have of 
winning some fabulous prizes.  
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On the website, you will also find lots of great activities you can try with your families at home. 
(https://www.getset.co.uk/resources) 
 
Balloon Volleyball - Make a net and then blow up a balloon and start practising those serving 
skills!    Change things up a bit by kicking or head-bumping the balloon but be careful! 

R.E. 
 

What does it mean by life getting ‘hard’? 
 

 Message in a bottle: Write a message to explain how you are feeling right now during these 
tricky times and how you are making yourself feel more positive. Then hide it in your 
garden. 

 
 Write 10 top tips: How to keep a positive attitude.  

Present this in whichever way you would like to. 
 

 Create a playlist of 7 songs that make you happy and explain why. At the end of each day  
or whenever you are feeling sad, play this song to put you in a good mood. 

 
PSHE 
 

Time to Talk 

 

 Would you rather be a doctor or a scientist? 

 Would you rather be really fast or really strong? 

 Would you rather set the table before dinner or wash the dishes after dinner? 

 Would you rather jump into a pool of chocolate pudding or a pool of strawberry ice 
cream? 

 Would you rather have hamburgers or hot dogs? 
 

Additional 
Online 
Learning 
Resources 
with 
Celebrities 
 

Maths for ages 4-12 with Carol Vorderman: https://www.themathsfactor.com 

English with David Walliams https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/ 

Cooking with Jamie Oliver https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking  
 
Music with Myleene Klass https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ 
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